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do not oversee Blackwater in the Con-
gress; we oversee the administration, 
and we should be looking at their re-
ports, we should be looking at what 
they have done, and we should be in 
fact reforming anything that is wrong 
in the administration. 

So I trust that today’s hearings will 
be watched by many people, Mr. Speak-
er. I trust that Members of this body 
will view this as what it is, a witch 
hunt, because they can’t go after our 
men and women in uniform. 
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ACKNOWLEDGING IRAQIS AT RISK 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the gentleman from Oregon 
(Mr. BLUMENAUER) is recognized during 
morning-hour debate for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there is fierce debate and dissension on 
this floor and in Congress and around 
the country about the war in Iraq. This 
disagreement runs deep. It is profound. 
I believe it to be sincere. But there is 
one thing that everybody will agree on 
regardless of whether they think this 
war is merited or not, regardless of 
whether they think it has been pros-
ecuted in a reasonable and efficient 
manner or not. They can acknowledge 
the debt and obligation that the United 
States has to over 4 million Iraqis who 
have been forced to flee their homes. 
This is a humanitarian crisis that ri-
vals Darfur. It is the worst ongoing hu-
manitarian crisis in the world at this 
point. 

Over 2 million Iraqis have fled their 
country. And while there is debate over 
the precise numbers these days, wheth-
er it is an additional 25,000 a month or 
50,000 a month, whether it is going up 
or going down, no one disputes that 
they are still fleeing their homes by 
the thousands. 

I first became involved with the prob-
lem of the Iraqis who are at risk be-
cause they help the United States, 
guides and translators, when I started 
working with a group of high school 
students in Portland, Oregon, at Lin-
coln High School, who were working in 
turn with some Oregon National Guard 
members who had returned to Oregon 
but were trying desperately to save the 
life of a young woman who had served 
as their translator. Because she had 
helped the Americans, she was tar-
geted. She and her family were tar-
geted by extremists. It took months. 
Time doesn’t permit going through all 
the hurdles that we encountered. Luck-
ily, that young woman is safely in the 
United States now going to college and 
she is no longer at risk, although 
afraid to show her face or to be identi-
fied specifically for fear that her fam-
ily would in turn be targeted. I made a 
commitment to those young people in 
the high school and in the Oregon Na-
tional Guard that we would work to in-
troduce comprehensive legislation to 
make it easier to meet the obligation 
to those who took America at its word, 
who helped our brave soldiers, and who 
in turn now have their lives imperiled. 

We have introduced comprehensive 
legislation that would increase the al-
lowable number that could come, that 
would put somebody in charge of this 
responsibility, make it possible to ac-
tually be processed in country. 

It is ironic that we have the largest 
embassy in the world in Baghdad, and 
yet the Iraqis have to leave the coun-
try to seek refugee status. They can’t 
go to the green zone and this vast em-
bassy. They have to leave the country 
in order to apply for asylum. 

I frankly was encouraged that last 
week our colleagues in the Senate 
made important progress by passing an 
amendment to the Senate defense au-
thorization bill that would start to ad-
dress the crisis by including some of 
the elements in the comprehensive leg-
islation that I have introduced. It is an 
important first step, but it is only a 
first step. It is time for the United 
States to do the right thing for these 
people whose lives are imperiled. 

When we started this process at the 
beginning of the fiscal year, the United 
States was going to allow 7,000 people 
in the country. A small number, actu-
ally, by comparison to what little Swe-
den, for example, was willing to do, a 
country a fraction of our size, and they 
aren’t the country who engineered this 
war nor are occupying Iraq. Well, in a 
few months that goal of 7,000 was re-
duced to 2,000. As the fiscal year ended 
this last weekend, we fell short even of 
that reduced goal: Only 1,600 of these 
Iraqi refugees were brought into this 
country. 

Our failure to step up is having seri-
ous operational consequences. Ambas-
sador Crocker in a memo that has been 
I suppose leaked but widely published, 
widely disseminated here in Wash-
ington, DC, points out that the failure 
to help these people who are helping us 
actually undermines the ability to 
have other guides and interpreters and 
people working with us. We risk leav-
ing a legacy of despair, undermining 
our credibility in the Middle East, to 
say nothing of the thousands of people 
whose lives are at risk. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
passing comprehensive legislation that 
will deal with this humanitarian crisis, 
at least for the people who are most at 
risk for having put their trust in the 
United States as they worked to help 
us. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 13 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HOLDEN) at 10 a.m. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Divine teacher and source of ageless 
wisdom, keep within Your vision all 
students, teachers, school administra-
tors, and providers from families, busi-
ness and government who are engaged 
in education across this vast and var-
ied land. 

Fan into flame, Lord, the desire for 
knowledge and the ability to make 
good decisions in Your people of all 
ages. Help the young to use their en-
ergy and imagination in all intellec-
tual pursuits. Guide committed stu-
dents to adjust to the needs of our 
times and look beyond self-interest to 
serve the broader community with 
global perspective. 

Confirm professionals and the elderly 
with educational opportunities which 
will draw upon their experience and 
offer greater wisdom. 

May educational possibilities flour-
ish in this Nation so that growth in 
technology, science and human under-
standing may create an exciting future 
for Your people and give You greater 
glory founded upon solid reasons for 
faith and love, both now and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PITTS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, President 
Bush, having vetoed fewer bills than al-
most any President in American his-
tory, is now talking about vetoing 
many bills. One of these is the chil-
dren’s health insurance bill, the so- 
called CHIP or SCHIP piece of legisla-
tion. 

To veto this bill would be a big mis-
take. One reason is the Senate has al-
ready demonstrated it has the votes for 
an override, and I think in the House 
it’s just a question of time until we 
have the votes to override. 

But the key point is this: It’s a good 
bill. And I don’t say that lightly. I 
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